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believe that Jesus as a mere man, however virtuous he may
have been, however great as a wonder-worker, or however high
a code of morality he may have given to the world, could have
so profoundly convinced his disciples of his Messiah ship
without believing in it himself, or giving them any hint of it
in his lifetime, is as incredible to me as that opposite belief of
the Docetists and other heretics of the Second Century, who
convinced themselves that Jesus was a mere appearance, a
heavenly vision, a ghost or phantom only, and that his body
had no real existence at all!

Setting aside, then, this extreme opinion of Dr. Martineau
as fatal to any credible or consistent theory of the life of Jesus,
we may say that the general consensus of the Higher Criticism
has steadily approached the position which I have taken up in
my version of the life, namely that he was a man who
announced to men a new and higher code of morality and life,
and who, by proclaiming himself the Messiah of a ; Kingdom
of God ' which was to come to them on earth in the near
future, succeeded in getting himself and his work accredited
first by his disciples, then by the Gneco-Roman world, and
at last by Western mankind. Not that I deny either on the
one hand that Jesus was on one side of his nature a Divine
Being, or on the other that he was only a man differing from
other men in degree of Inspiration or power. For, believing as I
do the more firmly the longer I contemplate the spectacle of the
world, that behind it all there is a great Spirit or Soul, call it
what you will, that coordinates all its parts and keeps them in
a moving and working harmony; and believing further that it
is impossible to know how this Spirit acts, whether at points or
over vast interspaces, whether continuously or intermittently,
whether by incarnating itself in a few individuals, in one only,
or in none; or whether, like a universal breath^ it acts on the
wills of men without their knowing whence it comes or whither
it goes ; believing all this, it is comparatively unimportant to me
what specially was the exact relationship existing between